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St. James 
Lutheran Church

April 2019

Bring of the Trip
Three kids, a dog, two tents, two kayaks and blue water below us with blue sky above us.  We loved to camp when 
our daughters were young.  We would load our kayaks with all of our clothes and gear and way too much food and 
more than enough coffee.  Kayak camping encourages “excess baggage” since the hull of the boat is spacious.  We 
played a game called, “Bring of the Trip”.  Which single item will prove to be the most useful, enjoyable or essential 
to the camping experience?  The contest continued every day of the adventure.  The “Bring of the Trip” might be a 
particularly fun game, a comfy sweatshirt, a beloved book or a cozy blanket – anything that brings them an 
unexpected measure of joy on the journey.  

Each week during our Lenten journey toward morning, we have been singing a beautiful song from our hymnbook 
called, “I Want Jesus to Walk with Me”.  This song is a spiritual, intended to be sung with a heart full of passion and 
conviction.

“I want Jesus to walk with me.  I want Jesus to walk with me; all along my pilgrim journey, Lord, I want 
Jesus to walk with me.

In my trials, Lord, walk with me.  In my trials, Lord, walk with me; when my heart is almost breaking, Lord, I 
want Jesus to walk with me.

When I'm in trouble, Lord, walk with me.  When I'm in trouble, Lord, walk with me; when my head is bowed 
in sorrow, Lord, I want Jesus to walk with me.”

My “Bring of the Trip” during Lent has been this hymn.  The tune is stuck in my head (in a good way) as we make 
our pilgrim journey toward morning.  It is unexpectedly comforting to sing together with my church family about 
trials, broken hearts, troubles and sorrows during Lent!  Perhaps I need the reminder that I do not journey alone:  we 
are in this kayak together, my friends!

What is your “Bring of the Trip” this Lent?  Maybe it is the midweek Lenten soup suppers – yum.  Perhaps there is a 
special psalm that brings you comfort in the night.  Do you love the coffee time on Sunday mornings?  Maybe your 
“Bring of the Trip” is a friend that knows just when you need a word of encouragement or an offer of prayer.  Look 
for the unexpected joy that filters into your days as we move toward morning.

April will be a month brimming with opportunities to be together in
community at St. James.  Our mid-week Lenten Soup Supper and
worship services continue each Wednesday.  The kid's choir will sing on
Palm Sunday.  Check the announcements in this newsletter for special
worship services during Holy Week.  Easter Sunday is on April 21.  I'm
already hungry for the legendary St. James Easter potluck breakfast!

Through it all, I think I'll be humming the same tune:  “I want Jesus to
walk with me.”

Vicar Kari Webb
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Pickers will play
April 13 at the

5:00 PM 
Worship Service

and will be
entertainment

during the Italian
Potluck Fundraiser.

Prayer Breakfast
Please join us for the Annual Prayer Breakfast on Saturday, April
13  at  9:30  AM in  the  Fellowship  Hall.   Everyone  is  invited,
including men, women, and children.  Vicar Webb will share a
brief devotional, “Rise Up Rooted, Like Trees”.  We will enjoy
good food and a warm friendship.  You'll be glad you came! 

Thrivent Fundraiser for 
Mission Trip to Cameroon

Betty Kozur-Baker will  be going on a mission trip  to Cameroon in
May, and the Imagineering Committee has decided to hold a fundraiser
for her.  On Saturday, April 13, immediately after the evening worship
service, there will be an Italian supper potluck.  The Pickers will be at
the  church  that  evening  for  worship  and  will  stay  to  provide
entertainment during the meal.  All the money raised will be used to
fund special  projects  in Cameroon; Betty is  taking care of her  own
expenses for the trip.  Thrivent Action Team Funds are being used to
purchase supplies for the meal.  

April 2019

Soup Supper
Schedule

Our  Lenten  soup  suppers  will
continue with  a different group
bringing  the  soup,  setting  up,
and  cleaning  up  each  week.
Please try to have your soup at
the church by 5 PM.  Here is
the schedule for the rest of the
season:
• April 3 – Education & Youth
bring soup
• April 10 – Volunteers bring
soup

Interactive Prayer Centers 
for Lent

You are  invited  to  engage  with  a  series  of
unique, interactive prayer centers which will
be  set  up  at  various  places  in  the  church
sanctuary and Fellowship Hall.  Each center
will have a different prayer focus which will
invite  you  into  a  time  of  reflection  on
scripture,  prayer  for  specific  needs,  or
contemplation of our Lenten theme,  Toward
Morning.   The  prayer  centers  will  be
available at the church starting on April 3 and
continuing through Good Friday.  Feel free to
come  any  time  that  the  church  is  staffed,
including:  
• Saturdays from 3:00 to 5:00 PM
• Sundays from 8:00 AM to noon
• Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, Friday from 
9:00 AM to noon 
• Wednesday from 9:00 AM to noon and 
from 2:00 PM to 7:30 PM.
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Attention All Youth!
Palm Sunday Choir

All children in iPraise are invited
to join in a Youth Choir on Palm
Sunday.  Parents, your kids have
been  rehearsing  on  Wednesday
afternoons  during  their  iPraise
classes.   Please  mark  your
calendars  and  be  sure  to  bring
them to church on Palm Sunday,
April 14, at 9:45 AM to be ready
to join in the choir for our Sunday
service at 10:15 AM.

First Communion?!
If  your  child  is  ready  for  first
communion,  please  contact  Vicar
Webb!   The  Lutheran  church
welcomes all baptized believers to
come to the Lord's Supper.   Kari
can  meet  with  any  parents  and
children  who  might  be  interested
in  having  a  “first  communion”
experience  during  our  Maundy
Thursday  services  on  April  18.
Contact Kari or Ann at the church
office.

iPraise Update
Kids in grades 4-5-6 are finishing
the year with iPraise lessons that
follow  along  with  the  weekly
lectionary.   You  will  find  that
your  children  are  thinking  about
the  gospel  lesson  and  learning
about  the  Old  Testament  stories
each  week  that  they  come  to
Wednesday iPraise. Our thanks to
Cindi  Conner  as  she  leads  these
important lessons!

Save the Date:
July 22-26

Our  church  will  be  hosting  a
Vacation Bible School here during
the week of July 22-26.  This will
be  a  fantastic  week  of  games,
activities,  music,  making  new
friends,  and hearing  the  Word  of
God.   Fantastic  camp  counselors
from Outlaw Ranch will  lead the
program.

April 2019

The last day of class
for  iPraise  students
Kindergarten  through
grade 3 is May 1, and
the  last  day  for
grades 4 through 6 is
May 15.

Sign Up for Bible Camp!
Lutherans Outdoors has a number of camps in South Dakota where your child
can have a wonderful experience, but time is running out to get a cheaper rate
to go to Bible camp this summer.  If you register for camp by April 15, you
will pay $525 rather than the regular rate of $575.  If your child is interested
in going to camp, there are scholarships available through the church to help
pay their way.  Each child applying for a scholarship through the church must
fill out a form and give it to a church council member.  At the next church
council meeting, a decision will be made as to how much money the council
will give each child wishing to attend Bible camp. Contact Ann in the office
for more information about the scholarships.  For more information about the
various camps available, check out www.losd.org. 

http://www.losd.org/
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Holy Week Schedule
• The Maundy Thursday service will be April  18 at
6:30 PM.
• The Good Friday service will  be April  19 at 6:30
PM. 
• There  will  be  NO worship  service  on  Saturday,
April 20.  

Easter Service
Please join us as we celebrate the
resurrection  of  our  Lord  on
Sunday,  April  21!  There will  be
an Easter Potluck Brunch at 9 AM
followed  by  the  Easter  worship
service  at  10:15  AM.   This  year
there will not be an early service
before the potluck.  

Bear Butte Conference 
Women's Spring Gathering

The  Bear  Butte  Conference  WELCA  Spring  Gathering  will  be  held
Saturday, April 27, at Grace Lutheran Church in Sturgis. The theme is
“Let Your Light Shine”.  Jesus said . . . you are the light of the world . . .
Let your light so shine before men, that they may see your good works
and glorify your Father in heaven.  Matthew 5:14-16.   Registration will
begin at 9:00 AM, and the registration fee is $6.00 and includes lunch.
Offerings  will  be  taken  for  synodical  and  conference  women  of  the
ELCA and for the Sturgis Disaster Simulation Program.

Members of Hospitality
Group 3

(from Steve & Leslie
Mahoney to Lynn &

Virginia Schmidt)  are in
charge of the Easter

Potluck Brunch.  Watch
for information in the

bulletin to see when the
group will meet to plan

for the brunch.

Church Directory Update
The plan  for  updating  the  online  church  directory  is  to  wait  until  Rick  and Linda
Rothermel return from the South so they can help take the pictures we need.  They will
be returning sometime in May, so at that time we will choose a day or some days for
people to get photographs taken if they have not already done so.  Vicar Webb is very
interested in getting more pictures in the directory as that will help her to get to know
us better.  Stay tuned for more information when the Rothermel's return!
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Graduation
Recognition

Sunday
Our  Graduation  Recognition
Sunday  will  be  May  12.
Hospitality  Group  4  (from
Mike & Rhonda Schultz to J.D.
&  Laura  Young)  will  be  in
charge  of  the  reception.   In
addition  to  the  high  school
students, we will also recognize
graduates  of  college  or  trade
school.  Graduates of college or
trade  school  need  to  give
information  to  the  office
regarding  the  school  from
which they are graduating.

Graduation
Pictures

It is that time of year again!
All  graduates  please  bring  a
picture  to  the  office  NO
LATER  THAN the  end  of
April  so it  can be placed on
the graduation display.  If you
would rather, you may email
a  picture  to  Ann   at
annstjames@rushmore.co  m.

Lutheran Social Services Gift
On Sunday,  March  17,  we  heard  a  story  about  how God  used  our
church  to  answer  prayer  in  a  miraculous  way!   Jessica  Lillebo  of
Lutheran Social Services (LSS) told us that February and March had
been tough financial months for LSS in Western South Dakota.  Jessica
reminded  us  during  her  Temple  Talk  during  church  that  LSS  is  a
ministry  which  touches  the  lives  of  thousands  of  people  in  South
Dakota.  LSS supports hurting teenagers who need a safe and secure
environment.   LSS  works  to  bring  financial  health  and  healing  to
thousands of people needing mental health care.  LSS works to bring
financial  counseling  to  thousands  of  South  Dakotans  in  need.   LSS
provides adoption services and works to help kids in foster care.

All of the ministries of LSS (and many more) directly impact people in
our  very  own state.   And,  yet,  the  cost  to  provide  these  important
services to people is great.  Last month, Jessica said she was praying
that  God would  provide  during  a  time of  potential  budget  shortfall.
That very same week, Jessica was stunned to receive a phone call from
Larry Shoemaker informing her of the contribution of $5,000.00 from
St.  James  Lutheran  Church  in  Belle  Fourche.   God  answered  her
prayers through our congregation!  

At our congregational meeting in January, members of the church voted
to contribute $5,000.00 to Lutheran Social Services using funds from
the estate donation of the Wilbert and Ann Werre family.  The blessing
from  the  generous  gift  of  the  Werre's  to  St.  James  has  now  been
multiplied!  The congregation's decision to tithe from the Werre Estate
gift has allowed us to be used by God to answer prayer.  When we act
in  faith  in  response  to  the  needs  of  our  community,  our  church  is
fulfilling  our  mission  to  serve  all  people,  following  the  example  of
Jesus.  Well done, St. James!

Save the Date!
Join Lutheran Social Services for their annual
dinner on Sunday, May 5, at  the Rushmore
Plaza Holiday Inn in  Rapid City.   A Silent
Auction & Wine Pull begins at 5:00 PM with
dinner and a program at 5:30 PM.  A pledge
or contribution to support LSS services in the
area will be requested.  Please RSVP by April
24.  Contact Jessica Lillebo at 605-791-6769.

mailto:annstjames@rushmore.com
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Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

1
Quilting 9 AM

“Imagineering”
Meeting 6 PM 

2
Quilting 9 AM
Compassion 
Cupboard 9 AM 
to Noon
Grief Support 
Group 3-4 PM

3
WELCA 10 AM
iPraise 5th & 6th 
3:30 PM
Confirmation 
7th & 8th Grade 
4 PM
Soup Supper 5:30 
PM – Education & 
Youth Bring Soup, 
Lent Service 6:30 
PM
Choir After 
Church

4
Pray Without 
Ceasing 10 AM
Compassion 
Cupboard 
2-6 PM

5
Lutheran Men in
Mission at Belle 
Inn 7 AM

6
Worship 5 PM

7
Adult Sunday 
School 9 AM
Worship 
10:15 AM

8

Judy's 
Assisted 
Living 10 AM
Belle Estates
11 AM

9 10
Esther Circle 
9 AM
iPraise 5th & 6th 
3:30 PM
Confirmation 
7th & 8th Grade 
4 PM
Soup Supper 5:30 
PM – Volunteers 
Bring Soup, Lent 
Service 6:30 PM
Choir After 
Church

11
Pray Without 
Ceasing 10 AM
Deborah Circle 
7 PM

12
Lutheran Men in
Mission at Belle 
Inn 7 AM

13

Prayer 
Breakfast 9:30
AM
Worship 5 PM

Pickers Play
Mission Trip 
Italian Potluck
Fundraiser 
After Worship 

14
Adult Sunday 
School 9 AM
Worship 10:15 
AM

15 16
Grief Support 
Group 3-4 PM
Trustees & 
Deacons 
6:30 PM
Council 
7 PM

17 18
Pray Without 
Ceasing 10 AM
Maundy 
Thursday 
Service 
6:30 PM

19
Lutheran Men in
Mission at Belle 
Inn 7 AM
Good Friday 
Service 6:30 PM

20
NO SATURDAY 
WORSHIP 
SERVICE; SEE YOU
EASTER 
MORNING!

21

Happy 
Easter!
Potluck Brunch 
9 AM
Worship 
10:15 AM

22 23 24
iPraise 5th & 6th 
3:30 PM
Confirmation 
7th & 8th Grade 
4 PM
Bell Choir 
6:15 PM 
Choir 7:15 PM

25
Pray Without 
Ceasing 10 AM

26
Lutheran Men in
Mission at Belle 
Inn 7 AM

27
WELCA Spring 
Gathering 
at Grace 
Lutheran in 
Sturgis 9 AM
Worship 5 PM

28
Adult Sunday 
School 9 AM
Worship 
10:15 AM
Dinner Belle
5:00-6:30 PM

29 30
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Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

1
Kora Knapp

2
Hadley Kudlock

Paul Turbiville

3
Dan & Cindi 
Conner

Brian & Codee 
Lyons

4
Rod Lamb

5
Ella Carlson

6
Doug Bruggeman

Braydin Eastman

Scott Peterson

7
Cade Bickerdyke

8 9 10 11 12
Dean & Karin 
Haxton

13

14 15 16 17
Conrad Schreier

18 19
Erin & Minseung
Kang

20

21 22 23
Jackie DeJong

24
Rhonda Johnson

Helen Stearns

25 26
Dottie Ball

27
Carter McKenna

28 29 30
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Church Council Members
Vicar Kari Webb
President:  Larry Shoemaker
Vice President:  Tim Speidel
Treasurer:  Carolyn Kindsfater
Secretary:  Paul Turbiville

Trustees:  Steve Jakober, Sandra Kane, 
Mike Keolker, Jeri Olson,  Mary 
Shoemaker, and Brian Stambaugh
Deacons:  Sandy Bader-Lesmeister, 
Rhonda Johnson, Betty Kozur-Baker, 
Karen McLennan, Ronda Mehrer,  and 
Ann Turbiville

St. James Lutheran Church
1100 Stanley Street
Belle Fourche, SD  57717

April 2019 Newsletter 


