
       1

They tell me that Belle Fourche, South Dakota is the Center of the Nation.  But ever since Lent, I 
find myself wondering if Belle Fourche might be the center of the world?!

One of our Lenten Prayer Centers gave us a chance to place a marker on a map of the world, 
showing the focus of our prayer.  This Global Prayer Center demonstrates the reach of St. James 
stretching far and wide.  One by one, the pushpins marked the people and places that hold our 
hearts and capture our attention.  We pray for people from coast to coast.  We pray for places 
thousands and thousands of miles away – yet, closer than a whisper in our ear.  Our world is 
expansive and connected, far and wide.

On Easter Sunday morning, we gathered in our church to worship the risen Christ.  This 
resurrected Jesus calls us to lift our eyes toward morning.  On the first resurrection Sunday, while it 
was still dark, the women went to the tomb and encountered angels with news of the resurrection.  
On Easter morning in 2019, we encountered some global “darkness”.  A shooting in Sri Lanka, 
targeting Christian churches, caused headlines world wide.  Later that week, a shooting occurred in 
a California synagogue during a worship service commemorating the end of Passover.  Sometimes 
we find ourselves on the other side of the resurrection morning but still living in a world that seems 
pretty dark.  News of shootings and turmoil and catastrophe cause us to look at a map of the world 
and wonder, “How can God hold this all together?”

Yet, we put our pins in the map and we pray.  We put our feet on the ground and we take one step at
a time.  We hold out our hands to our neighbor and we invite.  We live in the morning of the 
resurrection, trusting in Christ's life in us, for us and through us.
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Far and Wide

I hope you will join us in our 
extended celebration of Easter 
during the month of May.  We will 
hear gospel lessons about breakfast 
on the beach, the Shepherd's voice, 
and loving one another. We will pray
for each other and for the whole 
world.  And we will remember that 
morning has come, and Christ is all 
in all.

Vicar Kari Webb
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“Imagineering” Fundraiser
A workday has been scheduled on Saturday, May 11, beginning at 8 AM to
install sheetrock in the home of Darleen Cobb with a lunch being served at the
church for the workers.  Darleen's house was damaged by flooding a couple of
years ago, and she needs help repairing the damage.  Please meet at her home
at 912 Park Drive, and bring two tools with you.  Thrivent Funds are being
used to help defray the cost of the sheetrock and other materials.  In addition
to the workday, a table will be set up in the church May 5, May 12, and May
19 for craft and/or baked goods.  If you are willing to volunteer your help at
the house, please contact John Skogberg at 605-210-1243.

Graduation Recognition Sunday
Our Graduation Recognition Sunday will be May 12.  Hospitality Group 4
(from Mike & Rhonda Schultz to J.D. & Laura Young) will be in charge of the
reception.   In  addition  to  the  high  school  students,  we will  also  recognize
graduates of college or trade school; if you know of anyone graduating from
college, graduate school, or trade school, please let Ann in the church office
know.  Information from graduates of college or trade school is needed about
the school from which they are graduating.  If you have not given the office a
picture of your graduate, please do so IMMEDIATELY so it can be placed on
the graduation display.  If you would rather email a picture of your graduate to
the church office, please email it to annstjames@rushmore.com. 

Funeral
 David Meyer  passed away on

March 28, 2019.  His funeral was
April 4 in our church performed
by  Rev.  Patti  Aurand  &  Vicar
Kari Webb.

Congratulations Graduates!
Congratulations to all of the 2019 graduates!  If we have forgotten to mention
any members of St. James who will be graduating from high school, college,
vocational  school, or a branch of the military,  please call  723-3923.  Belle
Fourche  High  School  graduates:  Carson  Gubbrud,  Kayla  Olson,  Kendal
Schreier, Coral Sexton, and Rylee Young.

Pickers will play
May 4 at the

5:00 PM 
Worship Service

Church Directory
Update

Rick and Linda Rothermel have returned
from the South, and when they get settled,
we will  choose  a  day or  some days  for
people  to  get  photographs  so  that  our
online  church  directory  can  be  updated.
We plan to print a new directory so those
without  computer  access  may have  one.
As our church family changes and grows,
it  is  important  to  maintain  current
information.   Thanks  for  helping  us  to
keep your photo up to date!  

Hearts on Fire
Three  years  ago,  Gloria  Dei  Lutheran
Church  of  Duluth,  Minnesota  burned  to
the ground.  Because one of the members
of the church was a sister to our member,
Karin Haxton, we held a quarterly mission
collection  to  help  that  church  rebuild.
With  gratitude  for  the  new  life  of  their
church, they invite us to celebrate in their
rebuilt facility.  There will be celebrations
on  Saturday May 25 from 1-3  PM,  and
Sunday May 26  from 1-3  PM.   All  are
welcome at Gloria Dei Lutheran Church.

mailto:annstjames@rushmore.com
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A “Thank You” from the Bishop
The South Dakota Synod staff, Bishop Zellmer, and his associates want to
have an opprotunity to say “thanks” for 12 wonderful years of shared ministry
together.  All rostered ministers, congregational lay leaders (past and present
Presidents, Call Chairs, Treasurers, etc.), congregation members, as well as
past and present synod council members and synod committee members are
invited to come to a meeting at Woyatan Lutheran Church in Rapid City on
May 14 at 6:30 PM.  The evening will include light refreshments, bible study,
fellowship time, and a chance to meet with our ministry partners at Lutherans
Outdoors and Lutheran Planned Giving of South Dakota.

Bible Camp
Lutherans  Outdoors  has  a  number
of  camps  in  South  Dakota  where
your  child  can  have  a  wonderful
experience.   If  your  child  is
interested in going to  camp,  there
are  scholarships  available  through
the church to  help pay their  way.
At the last church council meeting,
the council  decided parents would
pay the deposit, and the rest of the
fee  would  be  paid  using  the
available  scholarships.   Contact
Ann  in  the  office  for  more
information about the scholarships.
There  are  still  spaces  available  at
many  of  the  camps.   For  more
information  about  the  various
camps, check out www.losd.org. 

Website Refresh!
The church  council  voted  to  update  our  existing  website  during  the March
meeting.  We launched the new site during the last week of April!  Check the
website for the calendar, the newsletter, and other important announcements.
Kari is also maintaining a BLOG on the website which includes audio of a few
sermons plus the monthly devotionals.  Click away! Www.sjlcbellefourche.org

Save the Date
Our  church  will  be  hosting  a
Vacation  Bible  School  here
during  the  week  of  July  22-26.
This  will  be a fantastic  week of
games,  activities,  music,  making
new  friends,  and  hearing  the
Word of God.  Outstanding camp
counselors  from  Outlaw  Ranch
will lead the program.

Mission Trip to Cameroon
Betty Kozur-Baker is leaving for her mission trip to Cameroon on May 9 and
will return May 23.  After a successful fundraiser in April in conjuction with
our first quarterly mission, $1,550.00 was raised from our congregation to
suppport the special projects in Cameroon through the South Dakota Synod.
While in Cameroon, Betty will be traveling to orphanages and clinics, and
she will attend a dedication ceremony of a church roof that has been funded
by people from South Dakota.   Please keep Betty in  your  prayers  as she
travels and does God's work with her hands!  

iPraise children in grades Kindergarten through 4
had their final day of class on May 1.  The iPraise
youth in grades 5 & 6 and the confirmation youth
will have their last day of class on May 15.  

http://Www.sjlcbellefourche.org/
http://www.losd.org/


May 2019
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

1
WELCA 10 AM
Last Day of 
iPraise this 
School Year 
Grades K-4!
Confirmation 
7th & 8th Grade 
4 PM
Bell Choir 
6:15 PM 
Choir 7:15 PM

2
Pray Without 
Ceasing 10 AM

3
Lutheran Men in
Mission at Belle 
Inn 7 AM

4
Worship 5 PM

Pickers 
Play

5
Adult Sunday 
School 9 AM
Worship 
10:15 AM

6
Quilting 9 AM

“Imagineering”
Meeting 6 PM

7
Quilting 9 AM

Grief Support 
Group 3-4 PM

8
Esther Circle 
9 AM
iPraise 5th & 6th 
3:30 PM
Confirmation 
7th & 8th Grade 
4 PM
Harley Njos 
Baptism 
4:30 PM
Bell Choir 
6:15 PM 
Choir 7:15 PM

9
Pray Without 
Ceasing 10 AM

10
Lutheran Men in
Mission at Belle 
Inn 7 AM

11
Worship 5 PM
Workday:  
Install 
Sheetrock at 
Darleen Cobb's

12
Adult Sunday 
School 9 AM
Worship 
10:15 AM

Graduation 
Recognition 
Sunday

13 14 15
Last Day of 
5  th   & 6  th   iPraise 
and 
Confirmation 
This School 
Year!

16
Pray Without 
Ceasing 10 AM
Deborah Circle 
7 PM

17
Lutheran Men in
Mission at Belle 
Inn 7 AM

18
Worship 5 PM

19
Adult Sunday 
School 9 AM
Worship 
10:15 AM

20 21
Grief Support 
Group 3-4 PM
Trustees & 
Deacons 
6:30 PM
Council 
7 PM

22 23
Pray Without 
Ceasing 10 AM

24
Lutheran Men in
Mission at Belle 
Inn 7 AM

School's 
Out for 
Summer!

25
Worship 5 PM

26
Worship 
10:15 AM
Dinner Belle
5:00-6:30 PM

27 28
Compassion 
Cupboard 9 AM 
to Noon

29 30
Pray Without 
Ceasing 10 AM
Compassion 
Cupboard 
2-6 PM

31
Lutheran Men in
Mission at Belle 
Inn 7 AM
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BIRTHDAYS & ANNIVERSARIES
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

1
Diana Shoemaker

2
Sue In't Veld

3 4

5 6
Tate Olson

7
Hannah Johnson

Lynn Olson

8 9 10 11
Lacey Curl

12 13
Karen McLennan

14 15
Joe DeJong

David & Becky 
Jeitz

16 17
Shirley LaRue

Todd & Kelli 
Leitner

18

19
David Sowell

Seth Weishaar

Sern Weishaar

20
Heath & Emily 
Olson

21 22
Griffin Conner

23
Betty Kozur-Baker

24 25
Lily Minor

26 27
Leah Mahoney

28 29
Aubrie Hobbs

Tim Speidel

Jack & Donna 
Cooper

30 31
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St. James Lutheran Church
1100 Stanley Street
Belle Fourche, SD  57717

Church Council Members
Vicar Kari Webb
President:  Larry Shoemaker
Vice President:  Tim Speidel
Treasurer:  Carolyn Kindsfater
Secretary:  Paul Turbiville

Trustees:  Steve Jakober, Sandra Kane, 
Mike Keolker, Jeri Olson,  Mary 
Shoemaker, and Brian Stambaugh
Deacons:  Sandy Bader-Lesmeister, 
Rhonda Johnson, Betty Kozur-Baker, 
Karen McLennan, Ronda Mehrer,  and 
Ann Turbiville
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