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I have always loved the month of June.  The budding leaves
and the warm blue skies fill my heart with hope and promise.
When I was a  teacher, the month of June made me feel like I
was  swimming in  oceans  and oceans  of  life's  most  precious
resource: time.  I loved the long days without classroom bells or
hectic schedules or papers to grade.  For me, June was time
with my kids, time in my home and time riding my bike.  When
I was teaching, I never took even a single day during the month
of June for granted – because I knew how quickly the calendar
pages turned every summer.  In some ways, June seems like it
will last forever.  And in other ways, there is no month that sails
by more quickly.  And even that makes me love the month of
June all the more!

We have a favorite family poem that captures the essence of a
June day for me.  It was written by Jacob Glatstein, a Polish
American Jewish poet.  This poem is written to describe the
daily prayer at sunset.  Every sunset on every golden day in
June can be an opportunity to walk toward your Creator with a
prayer on your lips and in your heart.  Each day can be lived as
a gift to eternity.  As Glatstein writes, we “age with the days
that keep dawning.”  I think this poem captures the unique way
that  time flows day by day – with both the fleeting and the
eternal wrapped into every single moment.

The rhythm of our worship schedule changes in the summer
here at St. James Lutheran Church.  We gather on Saturdays at
5:00 PM and Sunday mornings at 9:00 AM.  During the first
two weekends in June, we focus our attention on the gift of the
Holy Spirit, which connects us into One Body of believers. The
last three weekends in June we begin the longest season of the
church calendar:  “Time after Pentecost”.  Join us as we return
to the gospel of Luke and hear stories of Jesus' compassion and
concern for everyone he encounters . . . including, you!

Kari Webb

The Sunset Prayer

I'll let you in on a secret
about how one should pray the sunset prayer.
It's a juicy bit of praying,
like strolling on grass,
nobody's chasing you, nobody hurries you.
You walk toward your Creator
with gifts in pure, empty hands.
The words are golden,
their meaning is transparent,
it's as though you're saying them
for the first time.
If you don't catch on 
that you should feel a little elevated,
you're not praying the sunset prayer.
The tune is sheer simplicity,
you're just lending a helping hand
to the sinking day.
It's a heavy responsibility.
You take a created day
and you slip it
into the archive of life,
where all our lived-out days are lying together.
The day is departing with a quiet kiss.
It lies open at your feet
while you stand saying the blessings.
You can't create anything yourself, but you
can lead the day to its end and see
clearly the smile of its going down.
See how whole it all is,
how you age with the days
that keep dawning,
how you bring your lived-out day
as a gift to eternity.

– Jacob Glatstein, tr. Ruth Whitman
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Summer Worship Schedule
Our  summer  worship  hours  began  on  Sunday,
June 2.  The Saturday evening worship service will
remain the same at 5 PM, but the Sunday worship
service will change to 9 AM.

High School Rodeo Finals
Belle  Fourche  is  once  again  hosting  the
South  Dakota  High  School  Rodeo  Finals
from June 11-16.  Our church has been asked
to clean  up trash  at  the  Roundup Grounds,
and we need a number of people, both youth
and adults, to volunteer.  The first day of the
rodeo this year is Tuesday, and on Tuesday
and  Wednesday  we  need  to  do  a  light
cleaning only in the areas where they do the
cuttings. 

June 2019

Notice from the schedule below that we will not try to clean after
the final performance on Saturday evening as that can run late; we
will do the final cleaning on Sunday morning after church.  The
following shows the times crews are needed each day:

Tuesday, June 11 – 8:30 PM
Wednesday, June 12 – 8:30 PM
Thursday, June 13 – 11:30 AM & 9:00 PM
Friday, June  14 – 11:30 AM & 9:00 PM
Sunday, June 16 – AFTER CHURCH

In the past we have received $1,000.00 to clean the rodeo grounds,
so this is an easy and fun way for our church to make some money
during our summer months when attendance is lower.

Funeral & Baptism
Funeral:
• Marilyn  Torgrude  passed
away  on  May  3,  2019.   Her
funeral  was  May  8  at  our
church.

Baptism:
• Harley  Lennon  Njos  was
baptized on May 8, 2019.

Birthday and
Anniversary 

Card Ministry
Betty  Kozur-Baker  has  been
faithfully  sending  birthday  and
anniversary cards to members of
St.  James  Lutheran  for  the  last
couple  of  years.   She  wants  to
continue doing this ministry, but
she wants to make sure everyone
is able to receive a card.  If you
have  not  been  receiving  cards
from  her,  then  make  sure  the
church  office  has  your  correct
address and special dates so you
can receive these cards too!

Lawn Care Volunteers Needed
For the last  several  years Rick & Linda Rothermel and Tim & Paula
Speidel have volunteered their time to mow the church and parsonage
lawns.  It would be awesome if we could get another family or two to
help mow and trim to spread the work around.  If anyone is able to help,
please  leave  your  name  with  Ann  in  the  office,  or  speak  to  the
Rothermel's or the Speidel's.  I know they would be happy to show you
how you can help!  
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Bible Camp
Lutherans Outdoors has a number of camps in South Dakota where
your child can have a wonderful experience.  If your child is interested
in going to camp, scholarships are available through the church to help
pay their way.   The parents need only pay the deposit, and the rest of
the fee would be paid using the available scholarships.   Contact the
office  for  more  information  about  the  scholarships.   There  are  still
spaces  available  at  many  of  the  camps.   Outlaw  Ranch  has  spots
available for  grades  3-8 on July 14-19,  and they have openings  for
family  camp  on  July  7-12  and  July  28  to  August  2.   For  more
information, check out www.losd.org  .

Vacation Bible
School

Mark  your  calendars,  parents,
because  Vacation  Bible  School
will be held July 22-26 and will
again  be  led  by  the  fabulous
Outlaw  Ranch  counselors.
Remember  there  is  no  cost  to
children attending VBS. Anyone
interested  in  housing  the
counselors  or  providing  snacks
and/or meals during the week of
VBS,  speak  to  Tara  Knapp  or
Sara  Nehl.   Registration  forms
will  be  available  at  the  church
later.  

Aging Faithfully Conference
Augustana University in Sioux Falls is holding an Aging Faithfully
Conference  on  Thursday,  July  25,  at  the  Elmen  Center.   At  the
conference  you will  hear  some  of  the  best  voices  across  religious
traditions discuss how spirituality and well-being are different in the
second half of life  and how that  can be celebrated in daily  living.
Whether you are an older adult, you work or care for an older adult, or
you are simply interested in the topic, you will take part in this day of
reflection and discussion featuring pastor and author Peter W. Marty.
Peter  serves  as  senior  pastor  of  St.  Paul  Lutheran  Church  in
Davenport, Iowa, and is publisher of The Christian Century, a journal
devoted to shaping America's conversation about religion and faith in
public life.  He also served as host of the national radio broadcast,
Grace Matters.  In 2010, the Academy of Parish Clergy named him
Parish  Pastor  of  the  Year.    Contact  Sandy  at  (605)274-4546  or
campusscheduling@augie.edu for  any  questions.   Cost  for  the
conference is $25 by July 16 or $35 on/after July 17.

Church Directory Pictures
After some discussion, we feel the best way
to  get  more  pictures  into  our  church
directory is  to  make it  a  summer project.
Rick and Linda Rothermel have agreed to
take  pictures  any  time  they  are  at  the
church for a weekend service.  If  you do
not have a picture in the directory yet, or if
you  want  yours  updated,  please  let  them
know, and they will  be glad to take your
picture.  

mailto:campusscheduling@augie.edu
http://www.losd.org/
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The Rev. Constanze Hagmaier Elected Bishop of the ELCA South Dakota Synod

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
The Rev. Constanze Hagmaier Elected Bishop of the ELCA 
South Dakota Synod

SIOUX FALLS, SD (June 1, 2019) – The Rev. Constanze 
Hagmaier was elected June 1 to serve a six-year term as bishop 
of the South Dakota Synod of the Evangelical Lutheran Church 
in America (ELCA). The election took place during the synod 
assembly, held May 31 and June 1 in Sioux Falls, SD.

The Rev. Constanze Hagmaier was elected on the fifth ballot, with 250 votes. The Rev. Bill Tesch, Director of 
Evangelical Mission and Associate to the Bishop of the South Dakota Synod, received 247 votes.

The Rev. Constanze Hagmaier has most recently served as the Administrative Pastor of Trinity Lutheran Church 
in Madison, SD.

Bishop-Elect Hagmaier received her Master of Divinity degree in 1999 from Ruprecht Karl’s University in 
Heidelberg, Germany, and affiliated with Luther Seminary, Saint Paul, MN, after emigrating to the United States
in 2000. She was ordained on February 10, 2001.

Bishop-Elect Hagmaier will succeed The Rev. David Zellmer and will take office on September 1, 2019 with an 
Installation service happening on September 7, 2019 at Gloria Dei Lutheran Church in Sioux Falls, SD.

The South Dakota Synod is composed of 205 congregations across the state of South Dakota with over 100,000 
members. The bishop serves as the synod’s pastor and is called to administer sacraments, preach, provide 
pastoral care, advise, ordain, advocate, interpret, and serve as the ecumenical officer.

About the South Dakota Synod
The South Dakota Synod is one of 65 synods of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America (ELCA). Our 
vision is that all may be fed. For more information, visit .www.sdsynod.org

About the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America:
The ELCA is one of the largest Christian denominations in the United States, with nearly 3.5 million members in
more than 9,100 worshiping communities across the 50 states and in the Caribbean region. Known as the church 
of “God’s work. Our hands.,” the ELCA emphasizes the saving grace of God through faith in Jesus Christ, unity 
among Christians and service in the world. The ELCA’s roots are in the writings of the German church reformer 
Martin Luther.

http://www.sdsynod.org/
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The following is a letter from the Director of Lutherans Outdoors of South Dakota:

Stepping Out In Faith
Thirty-five years ago this weekend I arrived at Camp Emmaus in northern
Minnesota for my first summer of camp counseling at an ELCA Bible camp.
I didn't think I would be nervous but boy was I ever!  “What have I done?” I
mumbled to myself.  Then I removed myself from my vehicle and stepped
into a glorious place that would shape my life, build my faith, and become
my future life.

Good Shepherd Clinic
The  Good  Shepherd  Clinic  in  Spearfish  is  beginning  its  11th year  of
compassionate care.  The clinic remains a key community health care partner
providing quality health and emergency dental care, immunization services,
and vital area resource information with grace and without judgment.  Since
2009,  GSC and our valued volunteers and partners have managed nearly
5000 patient visits; 70% of patients use GSC as their primary health care
facility.   They  have  written  over  7,700  prescriptions  and  offered  over
$360,000 in emergency dental care.  In the fall of 2017, GSC answered yet
another call by launching the new Immunization Program.  The following
story describes the impact the immunization program has made:

A lady with a horrible respiratory disease arrived at the clinic and visited
with our pharmacist about her medications.  The pharmacist asked if she had
received the flu and pneumonia vaccinations, and explained how dangerous
these diseases could be to someone with her lungs.  The patient replied that
she and her husband do not believe in shots.  After discussing the flu and
pneumonia statistics and how deadly these can be to healthy individuals, let
alone someone with terrible lung conditions, the patient received the shots,
in  spite  of  vigorous  protests  from  her  husband.   She  winked  at  the
pharmacist and said, “Thanks for saving my life”.  

The  free  walk-in-clinic,  located  at  Our  Savior's  Lutheran  Church  in
Spearfish,  serves northern Black Hills  residents  (ages 19-64) who do not
have health insurance or qualify for other health care programs.  

Staff training starts at your Lutherans Outdoors camps this weekend. Many young adults are going
to have that same feeling I had and maybe you had as well.  Please say a little prayer to calm their
nerves and give them courage and strength as they partake in a role this summer that is currently
beyond their comprehension in importance to all of the campers they will interact with.

And may you also have a wonderful start to your summer as well!

Paul J.
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Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

South Dakota 
Synod
Assembly in 
Sioux Falls

1
South Dakota 
Synod
Assembly in 
Sioux Falls
Worship 5 PM

2

Summer 
Worship 
Schedule 
Begins!
Worship 9 AM

3
“Imagineering”
Meeting 6 PM

4
Grief Support 
Group 3-4 PM

5
WELCA 10 AM

6
Pray Without 
Ceasing 10 AM

7
Lutheran Men in 
Mission at Belle 
Inn 7 AM

8
Worship 5 PM

9
Worship 9 AM

10

Judy's 
Assisted 
Living 10 AM
Belle Estates 
11 AM

11
High School 
Rodeo Finals
St. James Crew 
for Trash Pickup

12
High School 
Rodeo Finals
St. James Crew 
for Trash Pickup

13
Pray Without 
Ceasing 10 AM
High School 
Rodeo Finals
St. James Crew 
for Trash Pickup

14
Lutheran Men in 
Mission at Belle 
Inn 7 AM
High School 
Rodeo Finals
St. James Crew 
for Trash Pickup

15
Worship 5 PM

16
Worship 9 AM
St. James Crew 
for Trash Pickup
After Church!

17 18
Grief Support 
Group 3-4 PM
Trustees & 
Deacons 
6:30 PM
Council 
7 PM

19 20
Pray Without 
Ceasing 10 AM
Deborah Circle 
7 PM

21
Lutheran Men in 
Mission at Belle 
Inn 7 AM

22
Worship 5 PM

23
Worship 9 AM

24 25 26 27
Pray Without 
Ceasing 10 AM

28
Lutheran Men in 
Mission at Belle 
Inn 7 AM

29
Worship 5 PM

30
Worship 9 AM

Dinner Belle
5:00-6:30 PM
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BIRTHDAYS & ANNIVERSARIES
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

1

2
Helen Bailey

Codee Lyons

3
Ellie Lawton

4
Chip & Dallas 
Conner

Larry & Shirley 
LaRue

5 6 7 8
Paul & Doris 
Benoit

9
Donna Cooper

Mike & Sandy 
Lesmeister

10
Joni Draine

Jon Peterson

11
Steve Mahoney

12
Dwight & Amy 
Gubbrud

Rick & JoLene 
Nelson

13 14
Larry Shoemaker

Kari Webb

15

16
James & Kari 
Webb

17
Arlen In't Veld

18
Brian Stambaugh

Rylee Young

Leet & Maurine 
Fowler

Vern & Pam Fritz

19
Jack Cooper

20
Merle & Phyllis 
Watts

21
Wyatt Lesmeister

22

23 24
Ardith Nore

25
Timothy Draine

Richard & Kathy 
Ogle

26 27 28
Bill & Nettie Dick

James & Janet 
Shevling

29
Pete & Donna 
Buer

30
Dale Ball
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St. James Lutheran Church
1100 Stanley Street
Belle Fourche, SD  57717
605-723-3923
www.sjlcbellefourche.org

Church Council Members
Vicar Kari Webb
President:  Larry Shoemaker
Vice President:  Tim Speidel
Treasurer:  Carolyn Kindsfater
Secretary:  Paul Turbiville

Trustees:  Steve Jakober, Sandra Kane, 
Mike Keolker, Jeri Olson,  Mary 
Shoemaker, and Brian Stambaugh
Deacons:  Sandy Bader-Lesmeister, 
Rhonda Johnson, Betty Kozur-Baker, 
Karen McLennan, Ronda Mehrer,  and 
Ann Turbiville
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