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July 2019

St. James Lutheran

Summertime is a beautiful mix of camping and concerts, watermelon and movie theaters, potlucks, rodeos 
and sitting on park benches by the river.  Days long past yet fondly remembered mingle with the present 
moments.  In summer, it's easy to find contentment and joy.  One of my favorite American poets, Wendell 
Berry, captured the sweet ease of summer in a few short lines:

Given:  Poems, IV
“The woods and pastures are joyous
in their abundance now
in a season of warmth and much rain.
We walk amidst foliage, amidst
song.  The sheep and cattle graze
like souls in bliss (except for flies)
and lie down satisfied.  
Who now can believe in winter?  In winter
who could have hoped for this?”

Does that sound like heaven?  I think so.  The Kingdom of God is found in this present moment – not far off 
or in the distant future, but in the here and now.  When we encounter each day as a gift, we begin to realize 
that we don't have to search for a far-away God!  Instead, Jesus teaches us that “the Kingdom of God has 
come near to you.” (Luke 10:9)  Try taking a walk outside with your eyes and your ears (and your heart) 
tuned into God's nearness.  Every blade of grass sings of God's provision.  Every insect's buzz testifies to 
God's movement.  Every passing cloud is witness to the unfolding story of God's plan for you.

During the month of July, our worship at St. James Lutheran Church will focus on living in the present 
moment, connecting with the Kingdom of God even as we work and play and gather together for family 
summertime fun.  The gospel lessons in July invite us to walk with Jesus and his disciples during our 
ordinary summer days.  Walking along with Jesus, we learn how to pray, how to listen and how to take good 
care of each other and our neighbors.  It's just this thing we do called “life” – and it can be heaven, right here 
on earth.

So, fire up the grill and watch fireworks.  Walk the dog, catch a fish, climb a mountain or stroll in the park. 
Laugh with your family and love your neighbors.  If you wish, join us on July 17 for a time of spiritual 
reflection at the “Pathways” Sanctuary (see announcement on page 4).  And, remember, the Kingdom of God
has come near to you.

Kari Webb
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Funerals 
 Marilyn “Shorty” Liming passed away on
June 6, 2019. Her funeral was June 12 at
our church.

 James “Jim” Ross passed away on June
6, 2019.  A September funeral for Jim is
being scheduled.

 David Rathbun passed away on June 16,
2019.   His  funeral  was  June  21  at  our
church  with  Chaplain  Randy  Bradley
officiating. 

Happy 4th 
of July!

Upcoming Baptisms
This coming Saturday, July 6,
two  young  children  will  be
baptized  during  the  5  PM
worship  service.   Sloan
Camille Herman, the daughter
of Randy & Crystal Herman,
was  born  in  Sheridan,
Wyoming  on  July  16,  2018.
Theodore  Haxton  Reynolds,
the  son  of  Britt  Haxton  &
Brett  Reynolds,  was  born  in
Washington,  DC  on  April  1,
2019.  

High School Rodeo Finals
A  BIG  THANK  YOU  goes  to  everyone  who
helped clean at the Roundup Grounds during
the South Dakota High School Rodeo Finals in
June.  The response was OUTSTANDING this
year with many helpers,  both young and old.
This was the last year for the Rodeo Finals to
be  in  Belle  Fourche  for  at  least  a  couple  of
years as the competition will be in Fort Pierre
for  2020  and  2021.   However,  with  the
remodeled facilites in Belle Fourche, they may
eventually return to our town with the proud
cowboy heritage.  And for those of you who are
interested,  maybe  St.  James'  services  once
again will be needed.

are available at the church, so stop in the church office to get one.  Please register as
soon as possible  so we have an idea how many children are coming and how many
counselors are needed.

Vacation Bible School
Vacation Bible School is coming up very quickly on July 22-26 and will again
be led by the fabulous Outlaw Ranch counselors. Remember there is no cost to
the children attending VBS. Sessions will run from 9 AM to 3 PM on Monday
through Thursday and from 9 AM to noon on Friday.  Thursday evening they
typically have a program to show family and friends some skits and songs the
youth learned during the week.  Campers will need to bring a lunch each day, a
water bottle, and some sunscreen.  Anyone interested in providing snacks for
the campers and/or meals for the counselors during the week of VBS, speak to
Tara Knapp (605-645-4078)  or Sara Nehl  (605-210-0894).   Registration forms
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  50thAnniversary Celebration
The Chapel in the Hills will be celebrating its
50th Anniversary from July 5-7.  There are a
number  of  activities  you  may  attend
beginning Friday, July 5, at 6:30 PM, most of
the  day  on  Saturday,  and  finally  a
community worship service at the Chapel on
Sunday, July 7, beginning at 10 AM.  There
will  be  music  by  Sons  of  Norway  Folk
Dancers,  a  hardanger  fiddle   artist,  and  a
concert by the group Tidlos from Norway.  

Come  see  Scandinavian  crafts  demonstrations,  rosemaling,
and wood carving, and artist Jon Crane will release his newest
watercolor paintings of the Chapel in the Hills.  In addition,
traditional Scandinavian & American foods will be sold, and
there will be a free picnic on Saturday evening.  For details on
all of the events, go to www.chapel-in-the-hills.org. 

Black Hills Arts &
Ale Festival

The  Northern  Hills  Group
Thrivent  Financial  members,
Brad Scott  & Marcus  Stacey,
will  be  hosting  an  inaugural
Black Hills Arts & Ale Festival
in the Spearfish City Park on
Saturday,  July  6.   The  beer,
art,  and  music  fest  is  also
hosted  by  Spread  the  Tunes,
Inc.  This FREE event is open
to  all  ages  and  will  feature  a
variety  of  local  and  regional
music  all  day  as  well  as  food
and art vendors.  Take a stroll
through  the  art  walk  which
will  feature  a  silent  auction
with amazing work from local
artists.   If  you  are  21+,  you
may  take  part  and  judge  the
beer fest from 12:30-3:30 PM
as  they  will  feature  a  huge
selection  from  all  of  your
favorite Black Hills breweries.
All  of  the  funds  raised  from
the silent auction and beer fest
will  go  towards  the  Spearfish
City Park Band Shell Project.
Volunteers are needed, so call
Aimee at 605-717-0005.

Dinner Belle
Dinner Belle was begun a number of
years ago to provide a meal  once a
month for local people.  Through the
years, Dinner Belle has grown to feed
not  only  those  who  are  physically
hungry but also those who just want
to  get  together  for  some good food
and  companionship.   Our  menus
vary throughout  the  year  from our
annual chili cook off in the fall to hot
dishes  during  winter  months  and
freshly grilled brats and hamburgers
in the summer.  We welcome anyone
to come and help with Dinner Belle,
bring food, or just come and eat and
share fellowship.  This is a Christian
mission,  filling  both  stomachs  and
souls. 

Chris from Texas

Good fellowship!
Dinner Belle June 30, 2019

http://www.chapel-in-the-hills.org/


     4

July 2019

Summer Field Trip to 
“Pathways Spiritual

Sanctuary”
You are invited to join in a summertime field
trip to “Pathways” Spiritual Sanctuary near
Rochford.   Kari  will  lead  a  scripture  walk
through  “Pathways”  which  will  include  a
stroll  along  a  quiet  path,  time  to  walk  the
labyrinth if you wish, and a hike up the hill to
the  massive  chimes.   You  can  choose  how
much (or how little) walking you wish to do.
Wear comfortable clothes and sturdy walking
shoes.  Bring a hat and sunscreen and a water bottle.  Please also
pack a  sack lunch.   We will  leave  the  church at  9:15 AM on
Wednesday,  July 17.   We will  return to church approximately
1:30 PM.  Please let Ann know if you are planning to come along
so that we can be sure to have enough drivers.

Let Us Know!
If you are in need of prayer or a “pastoral” visit,  please let us
know!   We want  to  be  sure  to  support  our  members  who are
hospitalized or in need of extra care.  Contact Ann in the office
and she will connect you with a parish nurse or with Vicar Kari.
When we care for each other, we are all strengthened, “Praise be
to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ,  the Father of
compassion and the God of all comfort, who comforts us in all our
troubles,  so  that  we can comfort  those  in  any trouble  with the
comfort  we  ourselves  receive  from  God.  For  just  as  we  share
abundantly  in  the  sufferings  of  Christ,  so  also  our  comfort
abounds through Christ.” (2 Corinthians 1:3-5)

“Heavenly Harp”
to Perform in 

Rapid City
Karin Gunderson of Heavenly
Harp  will  perform  at  Trinity
Lutheran  Church  in  Rapid
City,  402  Kansas  City  Street,
on July 23 at 7 PM.   Many of
you may remember Karin who
has performed at St. James in
the past.  Karin began sharing
her beautiful harp music years
ago  in  the  Southwest  while
working  at  a  hospice.   Her
music has touched many lives,
and  she  has  taken  her
experiences  and  music  across
the country at various times to
share with others.  Her music
and  the  stories  she  tells  have
been  inspirational  to  those
blessed to hear her!  Amanda
Pace  will  join  Karin  at  the
concert  in  Rapid  City  adding
her special harmonies.

Atlantic Mountain Ranch Sale Listing
Paul Hanson, Director of Lutherans Outdoors in South Dakota, reports that the property
and buildings known to the Lutherans Outdoors community as Atlantic Mountain Ranch,
have been listed with a Black Hills realty company.  Atlantic Mountain Ranch saw its final
program summer in 2013. There was hope that Lutherans Outdoors could sell half of the
property and make a land exchange with the US Forest Service for the other half of the
property.  This hope could not be worked out and the entire land is now being listed.  The
wagon train vehicles will not be sold and will one day proudly reside on the Outlaw Ranch
property in a proper building memorializing the camp known as Atlantic Mountain Ranch.  
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Church Directory Pictures
After  some  discussion,  we  feel  the  best  way  to  get
more pictures into our church directory is to make it a
summer project.  Rick & Linda Rothermel as well as
Kari & James Webb have agreed to take pictures any
time they are at the church for a weekend service.  If
you do not have a picture in the directory yet, or if
you want yours updated,  please let them know, and
they will be glad to take your picture.  

The following information is from the South Dakota Synod.

Bishop-Elect Hagmaier's first experience of SD was in 1987 as a Rotary exchange student, where
she lived in Sioux Falls and attended Brandon Valley High School as a junior and worshiped at
Brandon Lutheran.  Upon her return to Germany she continued her education at the Ruprecht
Karl's University in Heidelberg, Germany, where she graduated with her Master of Divinity degree
in 1999.   Upon the family's  immigration to the US in September 1999, both the Rev.  Dirk and
Bishop-Elect Hagmaier affiliated with Luther Seminary, St. Paul, MN.  The couple was ordained
while serving the Waubay Lutheran Parish at NeSoDak Bible Camp on February 10, 2001.

Bishop-Elect Hagmaier will succeed Bishop Zellmer and take office on September 1, 2019 as bishop
of the South Dakota Synod, ELCA following a month of overlap in August.  Please keep the South
Dakota Synod in your prayers as we enter into this time of transition.  Bishop-Elect Hagmaier said
that she is grateful for the outpouring of support, well wishes and prayers as the family transitions
into this new phase of their life.  She is looking forward to meet the people of the Synod in their
respective ministry settings, conference and Synodical events.

The  Rev.  Constanze  Hagmaier  was  elected  June  1  during  the  Synod
Assembly to serve a six-year term as bishop of the South Dakota Synod of
the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America (ELCA).

Bishop-Elect Constanze Hagmaier is married to the Rev. Dirk Hagmaier
and they have two biological children:  Paul, 20; Emma 4; and one foster
son, Lymann, 21.    The Bishop-Elect Hagmaier and the Rev. Dirk have
most recently been serving as the Pastors at Trinity Lutheran Church in
Madison, SD.  Bishop-Elect Hagmaier's previous positions are as follows:

• Co-pastor – Waubay Lutheran Parish, Waubay, SD
• Interim Co-pastor – Holy Cross Lutheran Church, Aberdeen, SD
• Co-pastor – Florence Lutheran Parish, Florence, SD
• Pastor – Salem Lutheran Church, Parkston, SD
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Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

1 2
Grief Support 
Group 3-4 PM

3 4

Happy
July 4th

5
Lutheran Men in
Mission at Belle 
Inn 7 AM

6
Worship 5 PM
Sloan Camille 
Herman Baptism
Theodore Haxton 
Reynolds Baptism

7
Worship 9 AM

8
Judy's 
Assisted 
Living 10 AM
Belle Estates
11 AM

9 10 11
Pray Without 
Ceasing 10 AM

12
Lutheran Men in
Mission at Belle 
Inn 7 AM

13
Worship 5 PM

14
Worship 9 AM

15 16
Grief Support 
Group 3-4 PM
Trustees & 
Deacons 
6:30 PM
Council 
7 PM

17
“Pathways” 
Field Trip 
9:15 AM from 
Church 
Parking Lot

18
Pray Without 
Ceasing 10 AM
Deborah Circle 
7 PM

19
Lutheran Men in
Mission at Belle 
Inn 7 AM

20
Worship 5 PM

21
Worship 9 AM

22
VBS by 
Outlaw Ranch
9 AM to 3 PM

23
VBS by 
Outlaw Ranch
9 AM to 3 PM

24
VBS by 
Outlaw Ranch
9 AM to 3 PM

25
VBS by 
Outlaw Ranch
9 AM to 3 PM
Pray Without 
Ceasing 10 AM

26
Lutheran Men in
Mission at Belle 
Inn 7 AM
VBS by 
Outlaw Ranch
9 AM to Noon

27
Worship 5 PM

28
Worship 9 AM

Dinner Belle
5:00-6:30 PM

29 30 31
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BIRTHDAYS & ANNIVERSARIES
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

1
Bree Eastman

2
Elsie Bartels

Scott & Susan 
Peterson

3 4 5
Steve Jakober

Carter Lyons

Becky Nelson

6
Macky Galyen

Al & Val Garr

7
Darleen Cobb

8
Cash Johnson

Reva Potter

Larry & Mary 
Shoemaker

9
Allison Turbiville

10
Chad & Robin 
Carlson

11
Minna Biehl

Craig & Tara 
Knapp

12 13
David Bolte

14
Carolyn Kindsfater

Arlan & Diana 
Shoemaker

15
Genevieve Skogberg

16 17 18 19 20
Carson Gubbrud

21 22
Pauline Bucher

Devin Nowowiejski

23
Serena Davis

JakeLyn Mehrer

24
Emma Nehl

25 26
Erin Kang

27
Maurine Fowler

Kendal Schreier

28
Pat Lee

29
Henry Nore

Steve & Minna 
Biehl

30
Don Bailey

Betty Brown

Al Garr

Kathy Ogle

Rick & Linda 
Rothermel

31
Robin Meyer

Merle Watts
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St. James Lutheran Church
1100 Stanley Street
Belle Fourche, SD  57717
605-723-3923
www.sjlcbellefourche.org

July 2019 Newsletter

Church Council Members
Vicar Kari Webb
President:  Larry Shoemaker
Vice President:  Tim Speidel
Treasurer:  Carolyn Kindsfater
Secretary:  Paul Turbiville

Trustees:  Steve Jakober, Sandra Kane, 
Mike Keolker, Jeri Olson,  Mary 
Shoemaker, and Brian Stambaugh
Deacons:  Sandy Bader-Lesmeister, 
Rhonda Johnson, Betty Kozur-Baker, 
Karen McLennan, Ronda Mehrer,  and 
Ann Turbiville


